The Southwestern Naturalist (casual) respectively (Hubbard, 1978) . The owls were first observed in 1976, when a pair was found nesting in a hole made by Acorn Woodpeckers (Melanerpes formicivorus) in a dead cottonwood in riparian habitat at 2100 m. Single breeding pairs were found at the same location during 1977, 1979, and 1981 . Although we obtained responses to playbacks of Elf Owl vocalizations in other parts of the canyon during 1981, we could definitely confirm only one nesting pair. The regular occurrence of Elf Owls in this area considerably extends the known breeding range of this species in New Mexico; it is unknown, however, whether their presence there reflects a recent range expansion.
We thank Roxana Jansma. Norman, 1968) , I collected 263 burrowing owl pellets from eleven counties in the western half of the state. Remains of larger vertebrate prey found at the entrances to active owl burrows also were collected.
Pellet contents were identified using a 10-20x dissecting microscope. Prey species were counted and frequency of occurrence was calculated. Borrer and Delong (An introduction to the study of insects, Rinehart and Co., N.Y., 1960) and a reference collection facilitated insect identification. Hair and bony remains were compared directly with specimens in the Cameron University Museum of Zoology when possible. Keys compiled by Glass (A key to the skulls of North American Mammals, Oklahoma State Univ., Stillwater, 1965) were used to identify mammal skulls. Seasons were considered as follows: summer, June through August; fall, September through November; winter, December through February; and spring, March through May.
Throughout most of its range in western North America, the burrowing owl is known to feed on small mammals and arthropods when they are available (see Bent, Bull. U.S. Natl. Mus. 170: 389-90, 1938 ; Fisher, U.S. Dept. Agric., Div. Ornith. and Mamm., Bull. No. 3, Washington, D.C., 1893; Ross and Smith, Texas J. Sci. 21:479-80, 1970; and Longhurst, Condor 44:281-82, 1942) . Preferred invertebrate prey includes insects, particularly ground-dwelling beetles (Carabidae, Scarabeidae, Silphidae and Tenebrionidae) and orthopterans (Acrididae and Gryllidae). Favorite mammalian prey such as mice (Peromyscus, Reithrodontomys, Perognathus), rats (Sigmodon, Dipodomys), and ground squirrels (Spermophilus) are usually predominant in the winter diet, vol. 28, no. 1 when arthropods are inactive. Except during winter, arthropods are normally the most important prey taken based on frequency and numbers, but mammals generally contribute greater biomass. Ground birds, reptiles, amphibians-even such unlikely foods as fish, crayfish, and carrion-are eaten when the opportunity arises.
Two classes, 5 orders and 10 families of invertebrates were represented in 245 (93%) of the 263 pellets (Table 1) . Insects were the most important invertebrate prey; families with largest percent occurrence on a nonseasonal basis were Acrididae (45%), Carabidae (38%) and Scarabaeidae (31%).
Invertebrate prey predominated in summer and fall, whereas vertebrates were the most important prey taken in winter and spring.
February 1983 Notes
Vertebrate remains appeared in 214 (81%) of the 263 pellets (Table 1) ; 4 classes, 6 orders and 11 families were represented. Except for the desert shrew (Notiosorex crawfordi), an insectivore, all mammalian remains were of small rodents, primarily those in the genera Perognathus, Peromyscus, and Reithrodontomys, each of which occurred in 11% of the pellets.
Vertebrates occurred less frequently in summer, when only eight horned lizards (Phrynosoma cornutum), one small bird, a gopher (Geomys bursarius) and two hispid cotton rats (Sigmodon hispidus) were found. Fall vertebrate food consisted of several species of mice and a few small birds. Remains of two Notiosorex and two bullsnakes (Pituophis melanoleucus) also were picked up at burrow entrances.
During spring, when they were most active and available to the owls, a few amphibians were eaten. Reptiles seemed to play a minor role in the diet of burrowing owls as I found remains of only 11 individuals of two species.
Remains of birds, particularly ground-dwellers such as Horned Larks (Eremophila alpestris) and frigillids were found during all seasons.
In general, my findings (Table 1) 
